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). KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND This 
; ndes all the British Isles. By what waters are these isles sur- 
rounded? me ide largest island ; a xt in size. By what waters are 
these islands s erated?” 2 Jarmesthivs ral gros ups off the north coast of Great 
Britain ; one group off the ok coas Ch y is 

Naha three great indentations of th east coust of Great Britain ; four of the 

west éoast; three of the west coast of Treland. In what part of the British 

Isles are tacts highlands? Name the chief ranges. These highlands are of 
about the same height as the Appalachian Mountains. The hills of Treland 
oceur near the coast. The low interior plain contains many swamps or bogs. 
The Shetland Islands and the Hebrides are high and rocky. The Orkneys are 
low and fertile. ry 

Why is the climate of ieee islands milder and moister than that of the 
eastern coast of America in the same latitude? The climate of Ireland is 
especially mild and moist. Why? 

What three countries are included in the island of Great Britain? Describe the 
surface of each. Name four rivers of England ; two of Scotland ; three of Ireland. 

Which of the United States is about as large as England? Which is about 
the size of Ireland? Which is about the size of Scotland? How does the 
population of each of these states compare with that of the part of the British 
Isles which it about equals in size? The British Isles as a whole are densely 
peopled, and England is one of the 
most densely peopled countries in the 
world. 


Most of the land in the British 
Isles is owned by a comparatively 
few rich families of nobles, and 
but one fourth of it is under 
crops. A much larger propor- 
tion is used for pasturage, and 
cattle and sheep raising are im- 
portant industries, Great Britain 
producing more mutton and wool 
than any other country in EHu- 
rope except Russia. Grain, hay, 
vegetables, some fruits, and 
much dairy products and meat 

















Ireland is admirably adapted for agriculture, but mu of the 
land is owned by people who live in England, and the laws have 
been unfavorable to the tenants. Still, about half of the people 
are engaged in farming, and they raise a surplus of grain, potatoes, 
and eggs to send to Great Britain. In the northeastern part of 
the island large crops of flax are raised, from which the famous 
Irish linens and poplins are manufactured. Much wool is also 
produced, and manufactured chiefly by the aid of water power. 

In general wealth the United Kingdom surpasses every other 
country except the United States. 

Prior to the year 1100 Great Britain was invaded and oceupied by various 
nationalities ; and hence its people are of mixed descent. They are mostly the 
descendants of the Angles and Saxons and of the Normans, a people of mixed 
Latin and Teutonie blood. The descendants of the Celts, who were the earlier 
inhabitants of the British Isles, still live in Wales, in Ireland, and in the high- 
lands of Scotland. 

The British have been the most successful colonizers in the world. During 
the last 300 years they have planted colonies in every one of the grand divi- 
sions, and in many islands of the sea, so that now the British possessions 
include nearly one fifth of the land surface and one quarter of the people of 
the earth. What is their chief American possession? Other important pos- 
sessions are India, Australia, and 
southern Africa. 

The United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland and the nu- 
merous British colonies and other 
dependencies form the British 
Empire. 

The supreme power of the em- 
pire is the law-making branch of 
the government, which is called 

‘Parliament. It is something like 
~ our Congress, and consists of a 
House of Lords composed chiefly 
of the nobles, and a House of 
Commons composed of mem- 
bers elected by the people who 





are produced, but only a small 
part of the people are engaged 
in agricultural and pastoral pursuits, and food of all kinds has 
to be imported in large quantities. 
More than half of the working population is engaged in manu- 
facturing, and a large part of the remainder in commerce and min- 
ing, all these industries being most active in England. In the 
value of her manufactures Great Britain exceeds all other coun- 
tries except the United States, and in the making of cotton and 
woolen cloth she greatly exceeds all other countries in the world. 
The coal and iron mines of the British Isles are chiefly in northern 
and southwestern England and in southern Wales. The coal fields, 
though much smaller than those of the United States, yield about 
as much coal, while the iron and steel manufactures Pecced those 
of any other country except the United States. Lead, tin, and 
oe ores are also mined, but not abundantly. 
nufacturing greatness of Great Britain depends chiefly 
auvwidant supply of coal; for raw materials— cotton, 
Jes, iron ore, and many others—are imported in large 
s from beyond sea. The importation of these raw 
s and the necessary food supplies, and the exportation of 
tured goods and coal, give rise to a foreign commerce 
as great as that of any athe country. The greater part of 
é, besides much of the foreign commerce of other 
ied on in British vessels, for Great Britain owns 












Tower Bridge, London. 
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live in the British Isles. 

The king is called the head of 
the nation, but the executive department really consists of a 
prime minister and his associate ministers, who hold office dur- 
ing the pleasure of the House of Comaanis, 

London, the capital of the British Empire, contains as many 
people as New York city and Philadelphia together, and is the 
largest city in the world. It is the world’s greatest commercial 
and financial center. It lies on both banks of the Thames, across 
which are many bridges. The harbor, formed by the broad estuary 
of the river, is fifty miles long. The trade is mostly with Asia/ 
and the European mainland, and the imports greatly exceed the 
exports. 

Glasgow, the second city of the kingdom in size, and the third in 
importance as a seaport, is the great center of Scottish trade and 
manufacture. The most important manufactures are iron and 
steel ships and machinery, cotton and linen cloth, carpets, and 
pottery. 

Liverpool, the third cicy, is somewhat larger than Boston, and is 
the great seaport for the manufacturing region of England. The 
trade is largely with America, Australia, and South Africa, the 
exports being chiefly cloth and hardware, and the imports Heise 
chiefly cotton, wool, and food stuffs. 

East from Liverpool across England is an almost continu- 
ous successionwof great Pike ae cities. Among them 
TERT Jargest if ak r, the world’s greatest cotton-manu- 
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